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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 12 November 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

The amendment filed 12 November 2008 has been entered. Claims 1-18 are pending. 
Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 12-17 are currently amended. No claims are cancelled. No claims are new. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) llic invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 7-12 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
"StatTrak K-ForCE Pocket PC Edition Help," AUPro Sports Software, June 2003 ("StatTrak"). 

7. StatTrak teaches "A method of updating a spreadsheet-based cell having a cell-based 
drop-down list, the drop-down list including a plurality of alternative cell values, the method 
comprising the steps of," see Figs. 28-33, where the user can select the player and position. 
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StatTrak teaches "tapping on the spreadsheet-based cell of a spreadsheet" see Figs. 28- 
33, where the claimed "spreadsheet-based cell" is the referenced cell into which the first player 
number is entered. 

StatTrak teaches "automatically displaying the drop-down list in response to tapping on 
the spreadsheet-based cell" see Fig. 29, which displays the claimed "drop-down list." 

StatTrak teaches "tapping on one of the alternative cell values to select a new cell value," 
see Figs. 29-30 and "Here we select number 63, Joe," where the claimed "alternative cell values" 
are the referenced list of players. 

StatTrak teaches "and automatically entering the new cell value into the spreadsheet- 
based cell," see Figs. 30-31, where the claimed "new cell value" is the referenced "63." 

StatTrak teaches "wherein the new cell value represents a new value of a player in an 
athletic competition," see Figs. 28-31, where the referenced number "63" "represents a new 
value of a player," namely "Joe." 

StatTrak teaches "and wherein the spreadsheet-based cell is configured to be referenced 
by other cells of the spreadsheet" see Figs. 30-31, where the value "63" in the "#" column is 
referenced by the corresponding cell in the "Player" column to populate that cell with the value 
"Joe." 

8. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 7, wherein the steps of tapping on the 
spreadsheet-based cell and tapping on one of the alternative cell values are performed by a 
person," see Fig. 29 and "We can enter the starting lineup by number. Here we select number 63, 
Joe." 
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9. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 7, wherein the steps of tapping on the 
spreadsheet-based cell and tapping on one of the alternative cell values comprise the step of 
tapping on a touch screen using a stylus" see 8.0, "Much of the game can be scored without the 
use of the stylus" which shows that the previously cited "tapping" is performed with the stylus. 

10. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 7, wherein the steps of automatically 
displaying the drop-down list and automatically entering the new cell value are performed by a 
computer" see 1.0, "K-ForCE is a baseball/softball scoring program for PocketPC." 

11. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 10, wherein the computer is a handheld 
computer," see 1.0, "K-ForCE is a baseball/softball scoring program for PocketPC." 

12. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of automatically 
updating the value of other cells whose value depends upon the value of the spreadsheet-based 
cell" see "Scoreboard. . . A scoreboard is maintained and updated with runs, hits and errors, 
with an inning by inning total of runs." 

16. StatTrak teaches "A method of updating a spreadsheet-based cell having a cell- based 
drop-down list, the drop-down list including a plurality of alternative cell values, the method 
comprising the steps of," see Figs. 28-33, where the user can select the player and position. 

StatTrak teaches "clicking on the spreadsheet-based cell of a spreadsheet," see Figs. 28- 
33, where the claimed "spreadsheet-based cell" is the referenced cell into which the first player 
number is entered. 

StatTrak teaches "automatically displaying the drop-down list in response to clicking on 
the spreadsheet- based cell," see Fig. 29, which displays the claimed "drop-down list." 
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StatTrak teaches "clicking on one of the alternative cell values to select a new cell value" 
see Figs. 29-30 and "Here we select number 63, Joe," where the claimed "alternative cell values" 
are the referenced list of players. 

StatTrak teaches "and automatically entering the new cell value into the spreadsheet- 
based cell" see Figs. 30-31, where the claimed "new cell value" is the referenced "63." 

StatTrak teaches "wherein the new cell value represents a new rating of a player in an 
athletic competition," see Figs. 28-31, where the referenced number "63" "represents a new 
value of a player," namely "Joe." 

StatTrak teaches "and wherein the spreadsheet-based cell is configured to be referenced 
by other cells of the spreadsheet," see Figs. 30-31, where the value "63" in the "#" column is 
referenced by the corresponding cell in the "Player" column to populate that cell with the value 
"Joe." 

17. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 16, wherein the steps of clicking on the 
spreadsheet-based cell and clicking on one of the alternative cell values are performed by a 
person using a computer mouse or other pointing device" see 8.0, "Much of the game can be 
scored without the use of the stylus" which shows that the previously cited "clicking" is 
performed with the stylus. 

18. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 16, wherein the steps of automatically 
displaying the drop-down list and automatically entering the new cell value are performed by a 
personal computer or laptop," see 1.0, "K-ForCE is a baseball/softball scoring program for 
PocketPC." 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Johnson, U.S. 5,721,847 ("Johnson"), in view of "Spin Button Embedded on Excel 
Spreadsheet," Experts-Exchange.com, March 2001 ("Exchange"), and in view of "StatTrak K- 
ForCE Pocket PC Edition Help," AllPro Sports Software, June 2003 ("StatTrak"). 

1 . Johnson teaches "A method of updating a spreadsheet-based cell having a value, the 
method comprising the steps of" see col. 2, 1. 57 - col. 3, 1. 4, "the control comprises. . . a 
spinner. A change in the value of the cell to which the control is linked causes a corresponding 
change in the parameter of the control." 

Johnson teaches "tapping on the [spinner] at least two times" see Fig. 3D and col. 10, 1. 
52 - col. 1 1, 1. 4, "The upward and downward pointing arrows of the spinner enable the user to 
change the value in the spreadsheet cell that is linked to the spinner graphic control 
incrementally between a minimum and a maximum value." Johnson does not teach that the 
spinner is part of the "spreadsheet-based celF so that when the user taps the spinner, he or she is 
also tapping the "spreadsheet-based cell." Exchange does, however: "I have many controlbox 
controls (in this case spin buttons) that are each totally within their own unique cell on my 
spreadsheet." Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the database art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because Exchange's 
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teachings would have allowed Johnson's method to permit user choice in the location of cell 
controls, see Exchange, whose author considered it advantageous to control a cell's value with 
embedded spinners instead of linked spinners. 

Johnson teaches "automatically increasing the value of the cell by a predetermined 
increment each time the [spinner] is tapped" see Fig. 3D and col. 10, 1. 52 - col. 1 1, 1. 4, "Each 
click on one of the upward or downward pointing arrows comprising the spinner graphic control 
changes the value in the linked cell by an incremental amount." Johnson does not teach that the 
spinner is part of the "spreadsheet-based ceir so that when the user taps the spinner, he or she is 
also tapping the "spreadsheet-based cell." Exchange does, however: "I have many controlbox 
controls (in this case spin buttons) that are each totally within their own unique cell on my 
spreadsheet." Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the database art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because Exchange's 
teachings would have allowed Johnson's method to permit user choice in the location of cell 
controls, see Exchange, whose author considered it advantageous to control a cell's value with 
embedded spinners instead of linked spinners. 

Johnson teaches "maintaining the value of the spreadsheet-based cell after each tap until 
the spreadsheet-based cell is tapped again," see Fig. 3D and col. 10, 1. 52 - col. 1 1, 1. 4, 'A 
current value box 132 in FIG. 2H enables the user to set an initial default value that appears 
within the spreadsheet cell linked to the spinner graphic control, as indicated in a cell link box 
142. In the example shown in FIG. 3D, spreadsheet cell D5 is linked to spinner graphic control 
168." 
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Johnson does not teach "and recording a statistic of an athletic competition using the 
value of the spreadsheet-based cell." StatTrak does, however, see Fig. 51 and 7.1, "Numbers 
appear in the boxes indicating the pitch count of each ball/strike," where the claimed "statistic" is 
the referenced "pitch count." Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
database art at the time of the invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because 
StatTrak's teachings would have allowed Johnson's method to gain another use for its 
spreadsheet program, see StatTrak Figs. 221-25 which show a method of exporting the statistics 
to Microsoft Excel. 

2. Johnson teaches "The method of claim 1, wherein the step of tapping on the 
spreadsheet-based cell is performed by a person" see Fig. 3D and col. 10, 1. 52 - col. 1 1, 1. 4, 
"The upward and downward pointing arrows of the spinner enable the user to change the value in 
the spreadsheet cell that is linked to the spinner graphic control incrementally between a 
minimum and a maximum value." 

3. Johnson does not teach "The method of claim 1, wherein the step of tapping on the 
spreadsheet-based cell comprises the step of tapping on a touch screen using a stylus." StatTrak 
does, however, see Fig. 5 1 and 8.0, "Much of the game can be scored without the use of the 
stylus" which shows that the previously cited "tapping" is performed with the stylus. Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the database art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of the cited references because StatTrak's teachings would have 
allowed Johnson's method to gain portability, see StatTrak 1 .0. 

4. Johnson teaches "The method of claim 1, wherein the step of automatically increasing 
the value of the spreadsheet-based cell by a predetermined increment is performed by a 
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computer" see Fig. 3D and col. 10, 1. 52 - col. 1 1, 1. 4, "Each click on one of the upward or 
downward pointing arrows comprising the spinner graphic control changes the value in the 
linked cell by an incremental amount." 

5. Johnson does not teach "The method of claim 4, wherein the computer is a handheld 
computer." StatTrak does, however, see 1.0, "K-ForCE is a baseball/so ftball scoring program 
for PocketPC." Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the database art at 
the time of the invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because StatTrak' s 
teachings would have allowed Johnson's method to gain portability, see StatTrak 1.0. 

6. Johnson teaches "The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of automatically 
updating the value of other cells whose value depends upon the value of the spreadsheet-based 
cell" see col. 13, 11. 9-22, "Since other spreadsheet cells in the spreadsheet may include formulas 
that depend upon the value in the linked cell, decision block 200 determines if a change in the 
linked cell value must be used to update other cells of the spreadsheet. If so, a block 202 re-cues 
the spreadsheet for recalculation to reflect such changes in spreadsheet cells that are dependent 
upon the linked cell." 

13. Johnson teaches "A method of updating a spreadsheet-based cell having a value, the 
method comprising the steps of" see col. 2, 1. 57 - col. 3, 1. 4, "the control comprises. . . a 
spinner. A change in the value of the cell to which the control is linked causes a corresponding 
change in the parameter of the control." 

Johnson teaches "clicking on the [spinner] at least two times" see Fig. 3D and col. 10, 1. 
52 - col. 1 1, 1. 4, "The upward and downward pointing arrows of the spinner enable the user to 
change the value in the spreadsheet cell that is linked to the spinner graphic control 
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incrementally between a minimum and a maximum value." Johnson does not teach that the 
spinner is part of the "spreadsheet-based celF so that when the user taps the spinner, he or she is 
also tapping the "spreadsheet-based cell." Exchange does, however: "I have many controlbox 
controls (in this case spin buttons) that are each totally within their own unique cell on my 
spreadsheet." Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the database art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because Exchange's 
teachings would have allowed Johnson's method to permit user choice in the location of cell 
controls, see Exchange, whose author considered it advantageous to control a cell's value with 
embedded spinners instead of linked spinners. 

Johnson teaches "automatically increasing the value of the cell by a predetermined 
increment each time the [spinner] is clicked,''' see Fig. 3D and col. 10, 1. 52 - col. 1 1, 1. 4, "Each 
click on one of the upward or downward pointing arrows comprising the spinner graphic control 
changes the value in the linked cell by an incremental amount." Johnson does not teach that the 
spinner is part of the "spreadsheet-based cell" so that when the user taps the spinner, he or she is 
also tapping the "spreadsheet-based cell.'" Exchange does, however: "I have many controlbox 
controls (in this case spin buttons) that are each totally within their own unique cell on my 
spreadsheet." Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the database art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because Exchange's 
teachings would have allowed Johnson's method to permit user choice in the location of cell 
controls, see Exchange, whose author considered it advantageous to control a cell's value with 
embedded spinners instead of linked spinners. 
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Johnson teaches "maintaining the value of the spreadsheet-based cell after each click 
until the spreadsheet- based cell is clicked again" see Fig. 3D and col. 10, 1. 52 - col. 1 1, 1. 4, 
'A current value box 132 in FIG. 2H enables the user to set an initial default value that appears 
within the spreadsheet cell linked to the spinner graphic control, as indicated in a cell link box 
142. In the example shown in FIG. 3D, spreadsheet cell D5 is linked to spinner graphic control 
168." 

Johnson does not teach "and recording a statistic of an athletic competition using the 
value of the spreadsheet-based cell." StatTrak does, however, see Fig. 51 and 7.1, "Numbers 
appear in the boxes indicating the pitch count of each ball/strike," where the claimed "statistic" is 
the referenced "pitch count." Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
database art at the time of the invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because 
StatTrak's teachings would have allowed Johnson's method to gain another use for its 
spreadsheet program, see StatTrak Figs. 221-25 which show a method of exporting the statistics 
to Microsoft Excel. 

14. Johnson teaches "The method of claim 13, wherein the step of clicking on the 
spreadsheet-based cell is performed by a person using a computer mouse or other pointing 
device" see Fig. 3D and col. 10, 1. 52 - col. 1 1, 1. 4, "The upward and downward pointing arrows 
of the spinner enable the user to change the value in the spreadsheet cell that is linked to the 
spinner graphic control incrementally between a minimum and a maximum value." 

15. Johnson teaches "The method of claim 13, wherein the step of automatically 
increasing the value of the spreadsheet-based cell by a predetermined increment is performed by 
a personal computer or laptop" see Fig. 3D and col. 10, 1. 52 - col. 1 1, 1. 4, "Each click on one 
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of the upward or downward pointing arrows comprising the spinner graphic control changes the 
value in the linked cell by an incremental amount." 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the 35 U.S.C. 102 rejections of claims 1-6 and 13- 
15 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

As per Applicant's argument that StatTrak's scorecard (Figs. 28-46) is not a spreadsheet, 
the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant asserts that StatTrak's use of the term "boxes" 
instead of "cells" is evidence that the scorecard is not a spreadsheet. There is no evidence to 
support the assertion that the term "cell" is universally used, and even if it were, StatTrak is free 
to use whatever term it wishes. Further, simply because a user can export StatTrak statistics to 
Microsoft Excel does not mean that StatTrak's interface has no spreadsheets. Rather, those 
spreadsheets may simply be limited to basic functions, and Excel would be used for more 
advanced functions, e.g. customized reports, sorting, and reformatting (see Fig. 225). 

Finally, StatTrak's scorecard is a spreadsheet based on Applicant's definition of one, i.e. 
that cells reference each other and contain internal formulae. For example, in Figs. 30-31, a user 
has selected the value "63" in the "#" column, and when the cell is deselected, the value "Joe" 
appears in the "Player" column and a "1" appears in the "I" column. Thus, the cells containing 
"Joe" and "1" reference the cell containing "63" and fill in the values "Joe" and "1" using some 
function that matches player number "63" with player name "Joe" and "I" with "1 ." The same 
process is repeated for "Francis" in Figs. 34-35. Figs. 38-40 show that the same process can be 
done by selecting a player name instead of a player number, which demonstrates further 
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relationahip between the cells. Even if the entire scorecard interface is not a spreadsheet (e.g. 
columns 1, 2, etc.), the four columns comprising player information are. Thus, even though 
StatTrak does not call the scorecard a spreadsheet or use the term "cell," it clearly has the 
functionality of a spreadsheet by Applicant's own definition and as would be commonly known 
in the art. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron Sanders whose telephone number is 571-270-1016. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00a-4:00p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim Vo can be reached on 571-272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Tim T. Vo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 
2168 

/Aaron Sanders/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2168 
14 January 2009 



